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MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 3, 2026
SUBIJECT: Recognition of Residency Program Coordinators/Supervisors
TO: Deans and Presidents of Schools and Colleges of Optometry; Directors of Optometric
Residencies; Supervisors of Optometric Residencies; ACOE Consultants
FROM: Julie DeKinder, O.D., ACOE Chair
DIST: ACOE, Ms. Puljak, Ms. Wirth, Ms. Mohr, Mr. Smith, Ms. Martin

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide clarification to optometric residency programs and
Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) consultants regarding the Council’s expectations
of programs when an optometric residency program chooses to designate a program ‘co-coordinator’ or
a ‘co-supervisor.’

During its March 6-7, 2026, winter meeting, the ACOE confirmed that only the individual serving as the
primary coordinator/supervisor for each residency program will be considered when determining the
program’s compliance with the 2025 Optometric Residency Program Standards. Programs must ensure
that the identified coordinator/supervisor is responsible for the administration of the residency program
and meets all applicable Standard requirements.

Programs are not required to report additions or changes to the coordinator/supervisor position unless
that change relates to the primary coordinator/supervisor. The ACOE will no longer acknowledge the
designation of a co-coordinator/co-supervisor for optometric residency programs. Programs may
continue to internally designate a co-coordinator/co-supervisor to support program administration.

If you have questions regarding this update or the process for submitting a substantive change request,
please contact Kim Mohr, Senior Manager, Residency Programs, at kmohr@theacoe.org.

Visit the ACOE web site at www.theacoe.orq.
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